On 2 February 1261 the USS MULLIUNIX (DD—944),'f1agship of Destroyer
Squadron THIRTY TWO, departed her horeport, Horfolk, Virginia for a seven
month deployrent in the Mediterranean with the U.Se Sixth Fleet. These
operations were such that peaceful and progressive relations were furthered
with countries bordering the sea, Furopean and Middle Eastern areas were
stabilized by the sea based defensive forces, and we were ready to assist
these feighbor nations in distress or to rcotaliate in defense of the United
States, Shore visits as well as underway periods for MULLINNIX were utilized
in support of thése objectives. Diverse visits by the ship %o major ports
in France, Italy, Spain, Greece and Turkey assisted the President!s "Pcople
to Peoplef’i Program, as well as providing time for‘relaxation in preparation
for the extensive st-sea periods. While tnderway, MULLINNIX participated in
all phases of alr defense, anti-submarine, gunnery, amphibious and replenish- :
ment operation$, as well as innumberable drills and competitive excrcises im . ... .
cormunications, engineering and damage control, Repeated participation in
these activities led to incrensed operntional readiness and better individual
JPerformances by the ship and her crew, While deployed to the Sixth Fleet,
MULLT¥NIX won cxeellence awards from Commander Desttoyer Force, U.S. Atlantic
Fleet for outstanding performance in comeunications, oporaticns, gunnery,
and anti-submarine warfare,

The Atlantic transit was made with six of the eight ships in Destroyer
Squadron THIRTY TWO in company with othor Norfolk based shipse After a nine
day crossing, vhich included various operations and type training, the -
European continent was sighted on 11 Februarye, MULLIIMNIX proceeded to Rota,
Spain for a brief refueling stop, She then threaded her way through the
highly congested Straits of Gibraltar and “wo days later joined an Attack
Carrier Striking Group which lay at anchér in Pollensa Bay at the northwest
corner of the Spanish Island of Mallorea, A day of conferences with the
ships who had been with the Sixth Fleet for the previous six months followed,
and on 14 February MULLINNIX began her tour in the Mediterranean Forees.

After wermup operations, MULLTHIIX procéeded o her first port of call,
Naples, Italy, arri¢ing there on 24 Fobruary. This was the second tine the
ship had been there, with the previocus visit made on MITLINNIX!s last Mgdie-
Terranean tour during 1959-60, The shin got underway on 2 March once agalin,
and proceeded through the Straits of Bomafaeio to her next port, Cannes, *
+ France., During the period 2-46 March she was host to four German officers,
On 6 March MULLINVIX arrived in Camnes, where she lay at anchor unsil 10 Marchae..

The next vnderway period was a long one, during which time the ship made j“
1ts first "swing" o the Eastern Meliterrancan. She proceeded north through ¢
the Dordanelles, the Sea of Marmara, where' she and the USS HAWKING (DDR-873) 4
broke awny from the Carrier Striking Group, thence through the Bosphorus and g
up intd the Black Sea, On 25 March she arrived in the 1ittle Turkish port
of Eregli, for the third visit that the”Sixth Fleet has over paid to thet
city, “MNLLIIITY stayed overnight there, and then steamed westward +o Sansun,
Turkey, erriving on 27 March. On the worning of"28 March she got underway
Trom Somsun’ond headed back tofrard the Bosphorus, transiting on the norning
of 30 I»rech, and artiving in’Istanbul at about 0800, The ship was in Istanbnl
until Haster Sunday, 2 April, when she left that old Turkish city and proceeded
southward o rejoin the Carrier Tonsk Groun, '
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Isit tn Athens followed the next day, after whith
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Trase smaratic erainated on 10 Arpeil ot Ikita, Tieotiert relstions Treré
os b I LY s of the Brisish Flooy v monted theres

A agwling toirncment and exchange diamex» wich rignlighted the
1 ophratlons, and

on 17 lpril erborked four Spenish offfcars 24 falra

Ceptein Sonzalo Diaz Garcia, Senioy Sthmarine 0OF s Spanish ilovy, A
demonstration firing of the Yark 32 torpedo was held for these officers on.
18 April, On 19 Anril MTLLIEETE avrived at Barcelona, Spain, In this port

two shipnts parties were held, with several local guests in attondnnce,

o
a
.

S

25 April found MULLINWIX proceeding o sen once agrin for onerations .~

in the Fastern Hediterranean, Up until this time she ha? been part of +the
USS SHANGRT LA (CVA.38) Carrier Striking Groun, Howovtr, the SHAWGRI LA
was detoched fyom-duty in the Sixth Fleet at this time s and MULLINEIX joined
the USS BUOSIHVELT {CVA-42) %0 hecone part of her group alaong with the USS
LITTLE RIGK (CL3-4) and several other Siwth Fleet destroyers, On 3 May
HULLIIIX arvived in Taornina, Sielly for a thiee day visit, vhere she was
the only Sixth Fleet ship presert ot that porte She *then commenced” her
second "string" to the Bastern Med, torminating in a visit to Athens s Greece
on 15 Iny,
On 22 Moy she was underway oneo again, proceeding back o the Western
Hediterranean, This at-sea pefind ended with a visit +o Cannes, France,
the sectnd visit of the cruise; Veoudeville was relived on the torpedn deck
Curing the afterncon of 5 Jene » When George Jessel, taking time out from
his Frencl Riviera vacation, boerded the ship and presented a 45 rinute
shos of aGziz and omady 40 the assorbled ship®s compony, The Carnnes visit
ended on 9 June ond wos followed by an’extensive nt-sea rveriod until 26 June
when MWELINII arrived atv Gasta, Italvy, Prior to this s 0N 22 June
MUELIMIX had embarked 15 Midshipmen at Zugusta Bay, Sicily for IEDIIDCRUISE
1-61l. The Gaeba visit ended on 1 July, Lut not before warn relotions had
been established with the Italians living there,

to Lavles, Ste crrivel there that Afternoan. The MILLTENTIZ softball Soam
Drecec:d the ship there by two days s where they were rarticipating in the
Maples Invitational-Softball Tourrament, MILLITHIX was a netoral for the
Haples Invitational, which brought together the $0n teams in all of Burcpe
for a five day double elimination tournament. She came to the Naples Invi-
tational sporsing an 18-0 rensrd which she had been piling up during the
cruise with wins over both afloat and ashore teams, MNULLTTMIX 2id not win
the GTournomeht, but she dia uanage to topple the LITILE ROXK nine and the
Orley Atr'Force Base beam, Bven at the conelusion of the crulse, MULLIIMIX
had still not been beaten by. any Sizth Fldet teom, Ancther major evons
oceured in Maples on 3 July when Commander Willianm He Shaw relieved Comander
John Co Hill, II, to become the $hird skinpor of the MULLIVETY sinee her
compiissioning on 7 Farch 1958, :

IDILIETIY wes underway again on 1 July hending for her second visit

v

. The ship was onferway on 5 July again for operations urtil-10 July,
when she went alonside the USS SHEIANDOAN (8D=28) at la Spezia s ~baly for
her first tender awilability in tHe Mediterranean. The availability ended ..
on 22 July, when !TLLOMNIX got uncerway to participate in a fleet wide H4TH
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" On this daplovm ant, 208 days in length, MULLINHIX steomed a total of
48,300 nou*ical miles fmrf vrned approxinmately 3, 220,00C gallons of fael oil,
A1l of nsr supolies were fJb vained during at-soa rcwﬂ nishments from Sixth
Flioet S\.ruc feree shins, excent for one J.uelln stop at Rota, Spain, and
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