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Red Shellin.g"
Sparks Battle
Inside DMZ

SAIGON, March 16 (AP)—The U.S. Command Sun-
day reported sharp fighting inside the Demilitarized
Zone for the first time in nearly four months. Just south
of the DMZ, enemy troo}i&%ﬂfﬁiﬁsh@d af 191’11&%*1 ippd

out a 35-man U.S.-Sout
Elsewhere there were

e cou ry, 1n-

ross
c%'ingn?s&egpa I'ts the Com-

m% n eek. L%?& spo{‘(es-

men said over-all military
casualties and damage were
light.

[Over Sunday night, enemy
gunners shelled 20 allied bases
and towns, but no major towns
were hit, spokesmen sa1d Mon-
vday.}

: The battle in the DMZ,
which took place Saturday,
was the first reported in the
Zone since Nov. 26, but it was
the eighth clash involving
North Viethamese forces near
ithe norihern froniier in the
past 22 days.

The United Staies has re-
peatedly accused North Viet-
nam of abusing the DMZ to
attack allied bases and patrols
.to the south, thus violating
gwhat Washington considers
part of a tacit agreement that
led to the bombing hait.

Another part of the re-
ported agreement was that the
Communists should not at-
tack South Vietnam’s large
cities. President Nixon, react-
ing to Communist shellings of
Saigon and other populated
areas, has said there will be
an “appropriate response” if
the attacks continue.

Delayed accounts reaching
Saigon said U.S. Marines and
an armored column, supported
by the destroyer Mullinnix, in-
vaded the southern half of the
eastern DMZ Saturday after
North Vietnamese troops fired
15 rockets from inside the
Zone on two American supply
bases.

U.S. headquarters said at
least 10 North Vietnamese
soldiers were killed and two
captured in the 4'%-hour fight.
No American casualties or
damage were reported either
in the ground fighting or the‘
rocket attacks.

But one Vietnamese civilian
was Killed and six were
wounded when several of thel
rockets fell in a nearby
village. :

Spokesmen sald about 150
enemy troops ambushed the
35-man Combined Action Pla-
toon, of which 13 to 16 were
U.S. Marines and the rest
South Vietnamese militiamen.
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U.S. Marines Fight

Enemyl
AfrerRar

early-morning darkness
eight miles below ;the e
flank of the DMZ and

from Dongha, headauarte

the U.S. 3d Marine Divis

Field reports said siy
rines and five militiamen
killed and four Marines

10 militiamen wounded.
tiedlicopters were shot down

enemy losses were repotl
The main enemy force
drew toward the DMZ
cutting up the allied pl
with machine-gun and
arms fire. But, as the ou
bered Marines and militi
retreated to their base
ing the dead and wou
they were attacked aga
another enemy force..

nside DMZ

t
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y, also charged U.S.
Mmfjmg attacks Saturday in
afebinh Province, the area
le Mugia Pass, through

North Vietnam moves
and supplies into Laos

e

n4s

witd-destroyed by enemy gun-
afdes | Friday and Saturday,
of them in Chuongthien
magkince deep in the Mekong
. Three Americans were
HBd and six wounded in the
éFBi%hes.

ded,

ﬂHb Hails Offensive

0
village officials were c¢ uéxﬁ

in the crossfire and killed TRKYO,

the second attack.
The fighting inside the |HMZ
was touched off when ertém

a Big Victory

March 16 (UPD)—
Vietnamese President
hi Minh today hailed

ommunists’ offensive in

gunners fired RussianySedith Vietnam as a big vic-
122-mm. and 140-mm. rdt¢keys|and said they should
at Navy supply depots at fiieds| on until the nation is

viet .about five miles
the DMZ.

U.S. spokesmen admit
Marine reconnaissance

was inside the southern|g

fibverated.”

The¢ statement was in a ra-
atb amessage to Nguyen Huu
8] chairman of the National
ation Front (Vietcong).

of the DMZ before the |shetPpe U,S. aggressors have
ing, one of many patrolsigagtheavily, but they have not

have been moving in and,om
of the DMZ since the bomjiy
of North Vietnam was haj

Nov. 1. our

“From time to time w%gggt
duct reconnaissance intoggt e
southern half of the DIM
. said & spokesman,

“The Marines moved

vestigate and engage an un-
known size North Vietanmese
army force before reaching
the firing sife, about three
miles northeast of Giolinh and
about on mile inside the
Zone,” the U.S. communique
said.
" The small Marine patrol
radioed for help and am-
phibious vehicles armed with
heavy machine guns moved
into the area from positions
south of the DMZ.

[North Vietnam's Foreign
Minister Sunday accused the
United States of a tank-sup-
ported infantry raid in the
DMZ Saturday. news agencies
reported from Hong Kong and

{o in-{

iven up their aggressive
n and do not want to
raw. their troops from
rountry,” Ho said. “We
continue to fight till the
and its puppets are com-
v defeated . .
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